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NEXT BOARD MEETING
Monday, February 13, 2012:   The next Board of Directors meeting will be Monday, February 13, 2012 at Hoss’s
Restaurant in Richland.   The meeting will begin at 6:30PM    

NEXT GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Monday, February 6, 2012:  The next General Membership meeting will be in February,  at 6:30 at Hoss’s
Restaurant in Richland.   

* Both the general membership meeting and Board meetings are at Hoss’s Restaurant

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP
MEETING:

6:30 PM Cocktails 7:00 Dinner First Monday of the month
February 6,    2012
March 5,    2012
April 2,    2012
May 7,    2012
June 4,    2012
July no meeting
August no meeting
September 10,  2012
October 1,    2012
November 5,    2012
December no meeting

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
MEETINGS:

6:30PM at / Second Monday of the month 
February 13,    2012
March no meeting
April 9,    2012
May no meeting
June 11,   2012
July no meeting
August 13,   2012
September no meeting
October 8,    2012
November no meeting
December 10, 2012

POLITICAL ACTION
COMMITTEE

The Allegheny Committee
for Affordable Housing is
a local political action
committee striving to keep
housing affordable in our
local area.  Every time

you purchase a 50/50 ticket at our general
membership meeting, the proceeds go to this
committee.

YOUR ANNUAL DUES AND 
THE LOBBYING TAX

DEDUCTION FOR 2012 
Dues payments to The Home Builders Association of
the Alleghenies are not deductible as charitable
contributions for federal income tax purposes.
However, dues payments may be deductible as ordinary
and necessary business expenses subject to the
exclusion for lobbying activity.  Because a portion of
your dues is used for lobbying by NAHB and PBA,
$106.95 ($30.00 + $76.95) is not deductible for income
tax purposes.



YOU CAN WIN.  
All you need to do is attend our HBAA general membership meeting.  All attendees win a

free dinner and maybe even more.

The HBAA board of directors has voted to give away $100 at each general membership
meeting.  No strings attached.   No cost to you.  Just come to our General Membership
Meeting.  All our member names will be put in a hat and a name will be drawn.  If the

member is present they win $100, If the member is not present, the $100 is put back in the
“pot” for the next General Membership Meeting.  The $100 is a gift to you to spend at any

HBAA member’s place of business.  You must be present to win. 

OUR HBAA OFFIERS OF 2012 WERE SWORN IN
President: Dennis Squillario

Vice President: Al Lieb
Vice President: Ben Illig

Associate Vice President: John Augustine
Secretary/Treasurer: Dave Shoemaker

Building Director: Dave Wess
Building Director: Jim Bunn

Building Director: Walt Brosius
Building Director: Jim Kirsch

Associate Director: Joe Carpenter
State Director: Al Lieb

State Director: Dennis Squillario
Alternate State Director: Jim Kirsch
Alternate State Director: Ben Illig
National Director: Leon Lechene
National Director: Dennis Squillario

Alternate National Director: Jan Lechene
Alternate National Director: Al Lieb

The HBAA holiday party was a success.  It was a nice
enjoyable evening with good food and friendship. 

We had 22 members in attendance.  Everyone
enjoyed their meal and each other’s cvompany.  Our
new HBAA 2012 officers were sworn in by the EO,

Tim Leventry.   Jan Lechene did a good job of
picking the restaurant and selecting appetizers



THANK YOU  - RECENT GENERAL
MEMBERSHIP MEETING

SPONSORS:

The Long Barn
(814)472-9122

thelongbarn@comcast.net 
   

Anderson Windows & Doors
(814)934-2625

craig.calvetti@andersencorp.com 
   

Howard Concrete Pumping Co., Inc.
(412)257-1800

www.howardconcretepumping.com 
   

Ebensburg Insurance Agency
(814)472-9557

www.ebensburgins.com
   

Owens Corning
(419)248-8281

www.ocenergycomplete.com 
   

Warmup Inc.
(860)995-5725

robertheslop@warmup.com
    

Tyco Rapid Response
(215)412-3846

darren.palmier@tycofp.com  

EnGuard GlassFree Insulation Technology
(336)858-0290

www.EnGuardInsulation.com 

If you are interested in sponsoring a general
membership meeting, please contact Walt

Freidhoff at   (814)535-8371.

HBAA SPIKES
-----Spike Candidates-----

George Audey
Walt Brosious

Walter Freidhoff - retired
Louis Mihalko

-----Spike Members-----
James E. Brett

Dennis R. Squillario
-----Life Spikes-----

Patrick Dumm
Chester Fluder
* Leon Lechene

Alan Lieb
Ralph Turner - retired

YOUR PA-ONE CALL BILL IS FREE
As a member of HBAA your Pa-One-Call is free.  If
you received a bill from Pa-One-Call send it to us at
HBAA via e-mail, fax or us mail.  We verify your

membership and send it onto PBA for processing.    



BUILDERS APPLAUD FED REPORT ON HOUSING
The National Association of
Home Builders (NAHB) concurs
with a finding by the Federal
Reserve that excessively tight
mortgage lending standards are
hampering a housing and
economic recovery.  “The Federal
Reserve’s report to Congress
confirms what we have been
saying for some time: That
extraordinarily tight credit
conditions are preventing
creditworthy borrowers from
obtaining home loans and this is
harming the housing market and
the broader economy,” said
NAHB Chairman Bob Nielsen, a
home builder from Reno, Nev. 
Nielsen added that the lack of
credit extends to housing
construction loans as well, which
is crippling the housing industry
and preventing construction of

new homes in markets that need
and want them. “In scores of
markets across the country that
are exhibiting signs of job growth
and where the inventory of new
homes is nearly exhausted,
builders should be hiring workers
to break ground on new housing
developments,” he said.  In its
message to Congress, the Fed said
that “restoring the health of the
housing market is a necessary part
of a broader strategy for
economic recovery.”  Housing
can act as a job catalyst if
regulators and lending institutions
return to prudent underwriting
standards that do not exclude
creditworthy borrowers and if
they move to restore the flow of
credit to viable home building
projects.  In normal times,
housing accounts for more than

17 percent of the nation’’s
economic output. Constructing
100 new homes creates more than
300 full-time jobs, $23.1 million
in wage and business income and
$8.9 million in federal, state and
local tax revenue.  With cash-
strapped municipalities across the
land desperately searching for
new revenue sources, home
building can increase the property
tax base that supports local
schools and communities.
“Removing the obstacles limiting
access to mortgage credit and
enabling builders to obtain
construction loans to build in
markets where demand is firming
is imperative to get housing back
on track, to put our nation back to
work and to keep the economy
moving forward,” said Nielsen.  

BUILDER CONFIDENCE RISES FOURTH
CONSECUTIVE TIME

Builder confidence in the market for newly built, single-family homes continued to
climb for a fourth consecutive month in January, rising four points to 25 on the
NAHB/Wells Fargo Housing Market Index (HMI).  This is the highest level the index
has attained since June 2007.  

“Builder confidence has now risen four months in a row, with the latest up-tick being
universally represented across every index component and region,” noted Bob Nielsen,
chairman of the NAHB.  “This good news comes on the heels of several months of gains in single-family housing
starts and sales, and is yet another indication of the gradual but steady improvement that is beginning to take hold in
an increasing number of housing markets nationwide - and that has been shown by our Improving Markets Index. 
Policymakers must now take every precaution to avoid derailing this nascent recovery.”  “Builders are seeing greater
interest among potential buyers as employment and consumer confidence slowly improve in a growing number of
markets, and this has helped to move the confidence gauge up from near-historic lows in the first half of 2011,”
noted NAHB Chief Economist David Crowe.  “That said, caution remains the word of the day as many builders
continue to voice concerns about potential clients being unable to qualify for an affordable mortgage, appraisals
coming through below construction cost, and the continuing flow of foreclosed properties hitting the market.” 

Derived from a monthly survey that NAHB has been conducting for more than 20 years, the NAHB/Wells Fargo
Housing Market Index gauges builder perceptions of current single-family home sales and sales expectations for the
next six months as “good”, “fair” or “poor.”  The survey also asks builders to rate traffic of prospective buyers as
“high to very high,” “average” or “low to very low.”  Scores from each component are then used to calculate a
seasonally adjusted index where any number over 50 indicates that more builders view conditions as good than poor. 
Each of the HMI’s three component indexes registered a fourth consecutive month of improvement in January.  The
component gauging current sales conditions rose three points to 25, which was it highest point since June 2007 

HMI tables can be found at www.nahb.org/hmi.  More information on housing statistics is also available at
http://www.housingeconomics.com.  

      



 VOTERS PLACE HIGH VALUE ON HOMEOWNERSHIP AND OPPOSE
POLICIES THAT MAKE IT MORE DIFFICULT TO OWN A HOME

By an overwhelming margin, American voters strongly value homeownership and would oppose efforts to weaken or
eliminate the mortgage interest deduction or diminish a federal role to help qualified home buyers obtain affordable
30-year mortgages, according to a new nationwide survey gauging likely voters’ attitudes towards homeownership
and housing policy issues.

“The American electorate is sending a clear message that owning a home remains a cornerstone of the American
Dream and preserving a federal commitment to homeownership is essential to maintain a thriving middle class and
get housing and the economy back on track,” said Neil Newhouse, a partner and co-founder of Public Opinion
Strategies.

The poll shows that three out of four voters – both owners and renters - believe it is appropriate and reasonable for
the federal government to provide tax incentives to promote homeownership. This sentiment cuts across regional and
party lines, with 84 percent of Democrats, 71 percent of Republicans and 71 percent of Independents agreeing with
this statement.

Also, two-thirds of respondents say that the federal government should help home buyers to afford a long-term or 30-
year, fixed-rate mortgage.

Moreover, 73 percent of voters oppose eliminating the mortgage interest deduction. These figures held firm across
the political spectrum, with 77 percent of Republicans, 71 percent of Democrats and 71 percent of Independents
against doing away with the mortgage interest deduction. 
Meanwhile, 68 percent would be less likely to vote for a congressional candidate who proposed to abolish the
deduction, a figure that was virtually identical across all party affiliations (69 percent of Independents and 68 percent
of Democrats and Republicans).

A majority of voters are also against proposals to reduce the mortgage interest deduction, eliminate the deduction for
interest paid for a second home, limit the deduction for those earning more than $250,000 per year, scale back the
deduction for home owners with mortgages above $500,000 and do away with the deduction for interest paid on
home equity loans.

“With the 2012 election season in full swing, candidates running for the White House and Congress would be wise to
heed the will of the American voters, who have expressed broad support for government policies that encourage
homeownership and oppose efforts to make it more difficult to get a home loan and to tamper with the mortgage
interest deduction,” said Celinda Lake, president of Lake Research Partners.

Among the poll’s other key findings:
1. 96 percent of home owners are happy with their decision to own and 84 percent who are ““underwater,”” or

owe more on their mortgages than their home is worth, expressed the same sentiment. 
2. 79 percent of home owners would advise a family member or close friend just starting out to buy a home,

and 69 percent of those who are underwater on their mortgage would offer the same advice. 
3. 74 percent said that despite the ups and downs in the housing market, owning a home is the best long-term

investment they can make. 
4. Homeownership and a retirement savings program are considered by voters to be their best long-term

investments. 
5. 78 percent of respondents said that owning their own home is very important to them. 
6. Nearly seven out of 10 voters who are not currently home owners (68 percent) said it was a goal of theirs to

buy a home. 
7. Job uncertainty and saving for a down payment and closing costs are the biggest barriers to buying a home.

The survey findings are consistent with the results of other public opinion surveys. In a New York Times/CBS News
poll conducted in June, 89 percent said that homeownership is an important part of the American Dream and more
than 90 percent indicated that it is important for the federal government to continue the mortgage interest deduction.

According to a Pew Research Study conducted last March, 81 percent of respondents agree that buying a home is the
best long-term investment a person can make and 81 percent of renters surveyed said they would like to buy a house.

“Even in a down housing market, homeownership remains a core American value, with the vast majority of citizens
who do not currently own a home saying they want to buy a home,” said Bob Nielsen, president of the National
Association of Home Builders and a home builder from Reno, Nev. “Those running for office in November need to
understand that voters will not look kindly on any candidates who seek to dismantle the nation’s long-term
commitment to homeownership.”



DO YOU KNOW THE 2009 CODE?
1. Freestanding or built-in ranges shall have a vertical clearance above the cooking top

of not less than _____ inches to unprotected combustible material..    
2. Under-floor plenums shall be ______ in new structures.
3. In areas prone to flooring ______ openings shall be located at or above the required

elevation.
4. Outdoor and return air for a forced-air heating or cooling system shall not be taken

from _______.  
5. When using the two-permanent-openings method for combustion air from the

outdoors, one opening shall be within ______ inches of the top and one within
______ inches of the bottom of the space.

6. Manually operated vent ______ shall not be installed except in connectors or chimneys serving solid-fuel-
burning appliances.

PA WILL NOT ADOPT 2012 ICC CODES
After considerable discussion and debate, the UCC Review and Advisory Council voted to NOT adopt any 2012 ICC
codes in Pennsylvania.  The council is now charged with writing a reporting to indicate this position to the Secretary of
Labor and Industry by July 1, 2012.  The result would be that the Pennsylvania UCC remains at the 2009 codes for
another three years.  Additionally the RAC voted to send a recommendation to the legislature further amending the UCC
to extend the code adoption cycle from every three years to every six years.  This is another  HUGE victory for PBA
members!  Act 1 of 2011, which was championed by PBA, made significant changes to the code adoption process.  Those
changes in the law were an important factor with regard to the voting process. 

2009 CODE ANSWERS
1.     30 in.      2009 IRC Section M1901.1 Clearances. 
2,     prohibited    Important changes in this chapter.   2009 IRC Section M1601.5 Under-floor plenums.
3,     Combustion air      Review the tables and sections where flooding information is referenced in this section.         
        The exam will have questions that have you use more than one section or table.    2009 IRC  Section            
         M1701.2 Opening location..  
4.     closets, bathrooms, toilet rooms, kitchens, garages, mechanical rooms, boiler rooms, furnace rooms,         
unconditioned attic or other dwelling units.      2009 IRC Section M1602.2 Prohibited sources.  #4. 
5.     12 in.   12 in.     See also Figure G2407.5.3.   2009 IRC Section G2407.6.1 Two-permanent-opening method..
6.     dampers        2009 IRC M1802.2.1 Manually operated.

PENNSYLVANIA HOUSING RESEARCH CENTER 2012
CONFERENCE INFORMATION

2012 conference information is listed below with a link to the PHRC website.  It is their 20th year Celebration! 
Click for the flyer for more information and to Register www.engr.psu.edu/phrc/Conference 



NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING
Home Builders Association of the Alleghenies

Richland Square III, 1397 Eisenhower Blvd., 
Johnstown, PA 15904
Phone: (814)269-9268    Fax: (814)269-1429
Newsletter Advertising Contract

NAME OF COMPANY:_________________________________________________________
REPRESENTATIVE:___________________________________________________________ Member of the Home Builders

Association of the Alleghenies?
MAILING ADDRESS:__________________________________________________________                                            
____________________________________________________________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP: _____________________________________________________________ Yes                     No
PHONE: _____________________________________________________________________
FAX: ________________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL: _____________________________________________________________________

   
Order for advertising within our monthly Newsletter:

.   All ad copy and artwork must accompany this contract.

.   All advertising artwork must be photocopy ready.  (B&W only)

.  All advertising contracts are for a minimum of 3 months.

Business Card (3 ½ x 2") $10.00 x ______ months =  $__________
1/8 page (5" x 2") $15.00 x ______ months =  $__________
1/4 page (5" x 4") $25.00 x ______ months =  $__________
½ page (5" x 8") $45.00 x ______ months =  $__________
 Full page (8 ½"  x 11") $90.00 x ______ months =  $__________ 

   
Order for a flyer attached to inside of our monthly
Newsletter:
• The flyer must be of size 8 ½ by 11, on

standard weight paper. 
• All the flyers are to be created by the

advertiser and given to H.B.A.A.
(Please call HBAA for an estimate of the           

      number of flyers required)
$75.00 x _____  sheets x _____months = $ ___________

   Circle month you are requesting your ad period to start:
Jan      Feb      Mar      Apr      May      Jun      Jul      Aug      Sep      Oct      Nov      Dec

• All advertising contracts must be prepaid, please attach check payable to the H.B.A.A.
• All advertising must be supplied to the H.B.A.A. office a minimum of 2 weeks prior to the  advertising month.

The HBAA does not discriminate against any person or company in accepting paid advertising in its newsletter.  Acceptance of advertising does
not constitute an endorsement of the advertiser, its products, services or claims.  The HBAA shall be held harmless in the event that a newsletter
is not published or distributed as planned, or in the event that an ad is omitted or incorrectly displayed.

Advertiser ______________________________________________________________     Date_________________

HBAA _________________________________________________________________    Date _________________

FLUDDER’S CORNER  

Grandma’s Boyfriend

A 5-year-old went to visit his grandmother one day. Playing with his toys in her bedroom while
grandma was dusting he looked up and said, “Grandma how come you don’t have a boyfriend now
that Grandpa went to heaven?”  Grandma replied, “Honey, my TV is my boyfriend.  I can sit in my
bedroom and watch it all day long.  The religious programs make me feel good and the comedies
make me laugh  ....I’m happy with my TV as my boyfriend.”  Grandma turned on the TV, and the
reception was terrible, She started adjusting the knobs, trying to get the picture in focus.  Frustrated,
she started slapping the backside of the TV hoping to fix the problem.  The little boy heard the
doorbell ring so he hurried to open the door and there stood Grandma’s minster.  The minister said,
“hello son, is your Grandma home?”  The little boy replied, “yeah, she’s in the bedroom slapping
her boyfriend on the backside.’  The minister was not sure what to say next. 
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