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BOARD MEETING
Monday, September 21, 2009: The monthly Board of Directors meeting begins at 

6:30 PM at Nyko’s Restaurant.

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
The General Membership meeting for September is Monday, September 14th,  at The Cottage

Restaurant in Ebensburg.  Cocktails begin at 6:30 PM and dinner at 7:00 PM.  Your cost is $10
per person.  This is the first meeting after the summer break and attendance is usually good. 

Please reserve your spot early with and RSVP to 269-1429.

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP
MEETING:

6:30 PM Cocktails 7:00 Dinner First Monday of the month
September 14, 2009
October 05, 2009
November 02, 2009
December Christmas Party

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
MEETINGS:

6:30PM at / Second Monday of the month 
September 21, 2009
October 12, 2009
November 09, 2009
December 14, 2009

NEXT P.B.A. REGIONAL MEETING - 10/29/09

PLEASE REMEMBER TO
R.S.V.P. THE H.B.A.A. GENERAL

MEMBERSHIP MEETING
If you plan to attend the general membership meeting on September 14th

at the Cottage Restaurant in Ebensburg, you must let us know at the
H.B.A.A. by either fax (269-1429) or telephone (269-9268).  You must
R.S.V.P. before noon Friday September 11th. 
If you R.S.V.P. the general membership meeting before noon on Friday,
you could be the meeting’s RSVP winner and win $10 in cash.



MODERN HOMES SUIT FAMILIES’ CHANGING NEEDS
article provided by NAHB

When it comes to housing,
Americans want a safe,
comfortable home in a great
neighborhood.

T he re  a re  bu i l de rs ,
developers, remodelers and
architects all over the

country who design and build attractive homes
and communities that are safe, comfortable and
accessible for people of all ages and abilities.  The
annual Livable Communities Awards, co-
sponsored by AARP and the National Association
of Home Builders (NAHB), honor professionals
who create homes and communities that offer
comfort, safety and amenity.

The projects that received top honors in the most
recent awards demonstrate that home builders are
responding to the needs of consumers age 50 or
older - the fastest-growing demographic group in
America today.

On the banks of the breathtaking Winooski River
in a small 9,000-resident Vermont city sits
Winooski Falls, the largest downtown
redevelopment project in the history of the state.
It features mixed income, intergenerational
housing, retail, office, and open natural space in a
vibrant urban setting.

Developed by HallKeen, The Braverman
Company and New Boston Fund, Winooski Falls
used town planning principles to promote and
preserve Vermont’s signature small-town way of
life.  The innovative mixed-use development
incorporates four well-appointed residential and
commercial structures, a riverfront walkway and
easy public transportation options that connect
residents to services, shopping, restaurants, two
college campuses, the hospital and downtown
Burlington.

Vineyard Lane sits on a beautiful four-acre site
just a stone’s throw from the heart of Bainbridge
Island, Wash.  Developer The Winery LLC
created a welcoming diverse neighborhood
featuring affordable and accessible housing units
along with transportation and pedestrian-friendly
footpaths and bridges.

The centerpiece is
meticulously landscaped
forty-five condominium
campus incorporating
accessibility for all
generations that earned
Built Green status from
the Home Builders
Association of Kitsap
County.  Each unit has
extra-wide doors and
hallways, level front
entrances, security grips
in the washrooms, and
extensive elevator
access in order to keep
residents safe and
comfortable.

The Freedon Home, in Tampa, FL, is a home
perfectly suited for disabled veterans, older adults,
and people with special needs.  The Millennial
Homes designed the home with slip-resistant
interior/exterior surfaces, extra-wide doorways,
ADA-compliant plumbing and kitchen appliances,
and adjustable shelves among many other features
that make the home easy to navigate.  To reduce
long-term utility costs, the builder paid special
attention to energy efficiency, including state-of-
the-art insulation, energy-wise light bulbs, ceiling
fans and Energy Star appliances.

Interior Design Details remodeled the Rathbun
residence in Los Angeles, Calif, to accommodate
a resident who suffered from a disease that led to
significant mobility impairment.  The resulting
home met the needs of all the residents with
beauty, style and grace.

The open-plan design emphasizes ease of passage
with archways and wide doorways, supplemented
by automation and sensor units.  Bathrooms have
automated showers and baths, and slip-resistant
interior floors, grab bars, lever door handles, and
dimmer switches add to the sense of security and
well-being throughout the home.

Learn more about the Livable Communities
Awards at www.NAHB.org/livablecommunities.



DO YOU KNOW THE CODE?
1. Wood shakes shall only be used on slopes of _____ units vertical in _____

units horizontal (25-percent slope) or greater.
2. Masonry chimney walls shall be constructed of solid masonry units or hollow

masonry units grouted solid with not less than a _____ inch nominal
thickness.

3. Any portion of a masonry chimney located in the interior of a building or
within an exterior wall shall have a minimum air space clearance to
combustibles of _____ inches.

4. Hearth extensions shall extend at least _____ inches in front of and at least _____ inches beyond
each side of the fireplace opening.

5. On fireplace openings larger than 6 square feet, hearth extensions shall extend at lease _____
inches in front of and at least _____ inches beyond each side of the fireplace opening.

6. Combustible material within _____ inches of the fireplace opening shall not project more than
1/8 inch for each 1-inch distance from such opening.

THE HOME BUILDERS ASSOCIATION OF THE
ALLEGHENIES IS A MEMBER OF THE

INTERNATIONAL CODE COUNCIL

 
CODE ANSWERS

1. 3 in 12    2006 IRC Section R905.8.2 Deck
slope

2. 4 in.   2006 IRC Section R1003.10 Wall
thickness.

3. 2 in.   See list of exceptions that follow Section
R1003.18    2006 IRC Section R1003.18
Chimney clearances.

4. 16 in.   8 in.  2006 IRC Section R1001.10
Hearth extension dimensions.

5. 20 in.   12in.     2006 IRC Section R1001.10
Hearth extension dimensions.

6. 12 in.   2006 IRC Section R1001.11 Fireplace
clearance.  Exception 4.

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP
 MEETING SPONSOR

If you are interested in sponsoring a general
membership meeting, please contact Walt
Freidhoff at (814)535-8371.

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO
BUSINESSES THAT HAVE

SPONSORED ONE OR MORE OF OUR
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS

RECENTLY

Dow Chemical Company
The Long Barn

Bonded Builders Warranty Group
Kohl Building Products

3M Products
McClure Johnston Company
Mihalko General Contracting
Alliance Wholesale Supply

Brett Insurance Agency
The Sherwin-Williams Company



MESSAGE TO CONGRESS: HOUSING EQUALS JOBS
article provided by NAHB

America is still struggling through a recession.  An economic recovery, however, will
not be possible if Congress does not focus on reviving housing.

The housing industry makes up nearly 15 percent of the country’s gross domestic
product (GDP) and when it is healthy, it provides much needed jobs and revenue for
America.

When homes are built and communities are created, people spend dollars in the local
market far into the future – including buying groceries and furniture, hiring housekeepers and landscapers, and
spending money on local entertainment and in area restaurants.

Nationally, according to estimates from economists at the National Association of Home Builders, three full-
time jobs are created for every new single-family home built.

In a typical metro area such as Johnstown, a healthy housing industry not only provides jobs, but brings revenue
to the state and local economies.

In the first year, the impact of 100 newly-built single-family homes equates to:
• $21.1 million in local income
• $2.2 million in taxes and other revenue for local governments
• 325 local jobs

After the first year, the recurring benefits are:
• $3.1 million in local income
• $743,000 in taxes and other revenue for local governments
• 53 local jobs

Tax Credit Extension Will Provide Additional Benefits
The housing industry has recently seen a small boost in homes sales due to the $8,000
first-time home buyer tax credit.  The credit is for home buyers who have not owned a
primary residence in three years, who meet certain income limits and purchase a home
on or after January 1, 2009 but before December 1,2009.  

The credit is set to expire soon, but in order to continue helping America recover from
recession, the housing industry still needs support.

Home builders across America are asking Congress to extend the $8,000 tax credit through November 30, 2010,
and expand it to include all home purchasers, not just first-time buyers.

If congress extends the tax credit program, it would spur 383,000 more home sales; including 80,000 housing
starts down the road as the increased sales help deplete the current inventory of unsold homes.  This stimulus
will create nearly 350,000 jobs over the coming year.

You can make your voice heard by letting your members of Congress know that housing equals jobs, and to
restore America, we must revive housing.













                      HOUSING IN  

PBA MEMBER BATTLES
MUNICIPALITIES THAT INSIST ON

COLLECTING CONTRACTOR
REGISTRATION FEES

Bob Glynn of Scranton Craftsman held more than 50
municipal contractor licenses prior to the Home
Improvement Contractor Consumer Protection Act that
took effect July 1.  Not all of those municipal officials are
willing to give up the revenue from contractor registration
fees make illegal by the new law.  Glynn was forced to
register in Wilkes-Barre to get a building permit needed to
complete a job in the city.  He registered in Wilkes-Barre
to get a building permit needed to complete a job in the
city.  He registered in Wilkes-Barre and submitted his
receipt to the attorney general’s office, which led to the city
solicitor calling to inform Glynn that the local fee would be
refunded.  Glynn is now going through the same process
with Berwick, whose officials threatened to arrest his
workers if they begin a job without a borough-issued
license.  Since the law forbids all local registration and
licensing other than testing-based licensure for specialty
contractors like plumbers, PBA expects members will
prevail when contesting illegal taxes collected through
local registration fees.

CHINESE DRYWALL COMPLAINTS
EXTEND TO PENNSYLVANIA

The Consumer Product Safety Commission has
received about 900 complaints regarding the use of
contaminated drywall imported from China in
residential construction from 2006-07.  Originally, it
was believed that the products entered markets in
Florida and Louisiana due to the increase in demand
following severe hurricane damage in 2005.  The
commission has now announced that it’s received
complaints from 24 states, including Pennsylvania.
The drywall reportedly contained strontium sulfide,
radioactive phosphogypsum and other compounds
that are believed to damage electrical systems, air
conditioning units and plumbing.  The commission
said health concerns connected to the contaminated
drywall include irritated and itchy eyes and skin,
difficulty breathing, persistent cough, bloody noses,
runny noses, recurrent headaches, sinus infection,
and asthma attacks.  The Associated Press reported
that enough drywall was imported for about 100,000
homes.

KIDDE SMOKE DETECTORS
RECALLED

Kidde recently announced the recall of Model PI2000
Dual Sensor Smoke Alarms Due to reported
malfunctions.  All units with date codes 2008 Aug01
through 2009 May04 are included in this recall.  The
manufacturer will replace the recalled units.  For more
information visit kidde.com. 

PBA GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS
IDENTIFIED TWO NEW PRIORITIES

During a recent board meeting, the PBA’s government
affairs committee approved two new legislative
priorities for the association: support for a
Pennsylvania housing stimulus bill and support for a
home improvement contractor registration fix-it bill.
Pennsylvania Rep. John Bear, R-Lancaster, has
proposed a bill to provide a $100 million economic
stimulus to Pennsylvania’s housing market.  Bears
legislation is modeled after similar laws in California
and Utah.  Buyers of newly constructed homes would
be eligible for $10,000 in tax credits under his
Pennsylvania Housing and Economic Revitalization
Bill.  This bill, which sets no income limits, also
would provide up to $5,000 in tax credits for
homeowners undertaking qualified remodeling
projects with a cost of $50,000 or more.  Buyers
purchasing an existing home could qualify for a
$2,500 tax credit.  PBA will actively support this
legislation during the fall session of the General
Assembly.  As PBA was educating members about
home improvement contractor registration this spring,
areas where the law could be improved cam to light.
As a result, PBA will be working with legislators to
make fixes to the new law. 



NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING
Home Builders Association of the Alleghenies
Richland Square III, 1397 Eisenhower Blvd., Johnstown, PA 15904
Phone: (814)269-9268    Fax: (814)269-1429
Newsletter Advertising Contract

NAME OF COMPANY:_________________________________________________________
REPRESENTATIVE:___________________________________________________________ Member of the Home Builders

Association of the Alleghenies?
MAILING ADDRESS:__________________________________________________________                                            
____________________________________________________________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP: _____________________________________________________________ Yes                     No
PHONE: _____________________________________________________________________
FAX: ________________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL: _____________________________________________________________________

   

Order for advertising within  our monthly Newsletter:

.   All ad copy and artwork must accompany this contract.

.   All advertising artwork must be photocopy ready. 
(B&W only)
.  All advertising contracts are for a minimum of 3 months.

Business Card (3 ½ x 2") $10.00 x ______ months =  $__________
1/8 page (5" x 2") $15.00 x ______ months =  $__________
1/4 page (5" x 4") $25.00 x ______ months =  $__________
½ page (5" x 8") $45.00 x ______ months =  $__________
 Full page (8 ½"  x 11") $90.00 x ______ months =  $__________

___________

   

Order for a flyer attached to inside of our monthly
Newsletter:
• The flyer must be of size 8 ½ by 11, on

standard weight paper. 
• All the flyers are to be created by the

advertiser and given to H.B.A.A.
(Please call HBAA for an estimate of the  

               number of flyers required)
$75.00 x _____  sheets x _____months = $ ___________

   Circle month you are requesting your ad period to start:
Jan      Feb      Mar      Apr      May      Jun      Jul      Aug      Sep      Oct      Nov      Dec

• All advertising contracts must be prepaid, please attach check payable to the H.B.A.A.
• All advertising must be supplied to the H.B.A.A. office a minimum of 2 weeks prior to the  advertising month.

The HBAA does not discriminate against any person or company in accepting paid advertising in its newsletter.  Acceptance of advertising does not
constitute an endorsement of the advertiser, its products, services or claims.  The HBAA shall be held harmless in the event that a newsletter is not
published or distributed as planned, or in the event that an ad is omitted or incorrectly displayed.

Advertiser _________________________________________________________________     Date_________________

HBAA ____________________________________________________________________    Date _________________

FLUDDER’S CORNER
     

In times like this, 
don’t get burn-out or
wrapped in red tape.

Be part of the 
H.B.A.A. network 
of members helping

members.



Home Builders Association 
Timothy C. Leventry
Suite 202, Richland Square III
1397 Eisenhower Blvd.
Johnstown, PA 15904

Return Service Requested
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September 2009
Timothy C. Leventry, E.O.
1397 Eisenhower Boulevard

Richland Square III, Suite 202
Johnstown, PA  15904

(814)269-9268
FAX:(814)269-1429

President: Denny Squillario
web site: www.hbaahomes.org
email: info@hbaahomes.org  
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