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NEXT BOARD MEETING
Monday, December 12, 2011:   There is no HBAA Board of Directors meeting in November.  The next Board of
Directors meeting will be Monday, December 12, 2011 at Hoss’s Restaurant in Richland.   

NEXT GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Monday, November 7, 2011:  The November General Membership Meeting will begin at 6:30 at Hoss’s Restaurant
in Richland.  When you arrive at Hoss’s come directly into our back meeting room.  Our menu selection will be
posted at each table.  Please place your dinner order in our meeting room by 6:30PM.  

* Both the general membership meeting and Board meetings are at Hoss’s Restaurant

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP
MEETING:

6:30 PM Cocktails 7:00 Dinner First Monday of the month
November 7,   2011
December no meeting
January no meeting
February 6,    2012
March 5,    2012
April 2,    2012
May 7,    2012
June no meeting
July no meeting
August 6,    2012
September 10,  2012
October 1,    2012
November 5,    2012
December no meeting

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
MEETINGS:

6:30PM at / Second Monday of the month 
November no meeting
December    12,   2011
January no meeting
February 13,    2012
March no meeting
April 9,    2012
May no meeting
June 11,   2012
July no meeting
August 13,   2012
September no meeting
October 8,    2012
November no meeting
December 10, 2012

POLITICAL ACTION
COMMITTEE

The Allegheny Committee
for Affordable Housing is
a local political action
committee striving to keep

housing affordable in our local area.  Every time you
purchase a 50/50 ticket at our general membership
meeting, the proceeds go to this committee.

YOUR ANNUAL DUES AND 
THE LOBBYING TAX

DEDUCTION FOR 2011 
Dues payments to The Home Builders Association of
the Alleghenies are not deductible as charitable
contributions for federal income tax purposes.
However, dues payments may be deductible as ordinary
and necessary business expenses subject to the
exclusion for lobbying activity.  Because a portion of
your dues is used for lobbying by NAHB and PBA,
$99.31 ($27.00 + $72.31) is not deductible for income
tax purposes.



HOUSING FORECAST: STILL CLOUDY, WITH GRADUAL
BRIGHTENING NAHB 

Chief Economist David Crowe told participants in this
week's Construction Forecast webinar that the outlook
for the housing business is solidly dependent upon
improvements in the broader economy and job market
that have been disappointingly slow in materializing,
and acknowledged that his forecast is now somewhat
less optimistic than it was at the start of this year. 

A primary hitch has been consumer confidence, which,
along with NAHB's builder confidence gauge
http://www.nahb.org/news_details.aspx?sectionID=1
34&newsID=13717 , has remained at a very low level
all year. But Dr. Crowe also cited some positive factors
that indicate a housing and economic recovery are on
the way. 

For one thing, he said, the number of foreclosures has
been declining, while the vast majority of foreclosed
properties are concentrated in a relatively small number
of states. Meanwhile, on a nationwide basis, the price-
to-income ratio for home purchases has essentially
returned to normal, at about 3:1. This is a far cry from
the price-to-income ratio of about 5:1 that was the case
at the peak of the recession, and overall housing afford
ability is near a historic high. 

Another positive,  today's very attractive mortgage rates
are expected to remain quite low for at least the next
couple of years. Even with a slow creep up in long-term
rates over time, he said, mortgages will still average
below 6% by the end of 2013. Add this to the fact that

nearly two million household formations delayed
through the recession will likely be first out  as soon as
employment growth starts picking up, and the outlook
for improved home sales is increasingly brighter for
2012 and 2013; though that's after new single-family
sales and starts likely end 2011 at new record lows. 

Of course, not all housing markets are created equal,
said Crowe, and the beginnings of a recovery are
already starting to emerge in small, scattered locations
primarily in energy-producing states as identified by the
latest NAHB/First American Improving Markets Index
http://www.nahb.org/news_details.aspx?sectionID=2
223&newsID=13650 . 

Two other bright spots in the forecast are multifamily
construction; which is anticipated to post a nearly 50%
gain this year due to increasing demand for rental
apartments; and remodeling, which is benefitting from
energy-efficient tax credits, owners who've decided to
stay put during the recession and the inventory of
distressed properties in need of repair. In fact, for the
first time in history, the dollar amount of remodeling
projects in owner-occupied dwellings has eclipsed the
amount being spent on new residential construction. 

The bottom line, said our chief economist, is that
recovery in the nation's housing market is going to
continue to be spotty, with some sectors and some states
already leading the way while others must play catch-up
for some time to come. 

OSHA HAS NEW REGULATIONS ON FALL PROTECTION IN
CONSTRUCTION AVAILABLE ONLINE

http://www.osha.gov/Publications/osha3146.pdf



You have heard it said: 
“There is no such thing as a Free Lunch.”

  WELL!!
As a member of HBAA you not only get a free dinner, 

you also get a chance to win $100

YES, win $100.  
All you need to do is attend our general membership meeting. 

The HBAA board of directors has voted to give away $100 at each general membership meeting. 
No strings attached.   No cost to you.  Just come to our General Membership Meeting.  The
attendee names will be put in a hat and a name will be drawn.  If you win,  you will be given a

certificate for $100 that you must spend at another
HBAA member’s place of business.  The HBAA
membership listing will be available at the meeting
and it is also available on our webpage,
www.hbaahomes.org  

EVEN MORE $$$$
TO KICK OFF THIS BIG HBAA MONTHLY

GIVEAWAY, THE HBAA WILL GIVE AWAY 5
CHANCES TO WIN AT OUR NOVEMBER
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING.

Yes, That Is 5 Chances to win $100.  A total of $500
to Be Given Away at Our November 7th General

Membership Meeting.

YOUR PA-ONE CALL BILL IS FREE
As a member of HBAA your Pa-One-Call is free.  If you received a bill from Pa-One-Call send it
to us at HBAA via e-mail, fax or us mail.  We verify your membership and send it onto PBA for
processing.    

Signs of Pipeline Damage     
• Liquid on the ground
• Rainbow Sheen On Water
• Dead Vegetation In An Otherwise Green

Area
• Dirt Blowing Into The Air
• White Vapor Cloud 
• Mud Or water Bubbling Up
• Frozen Area On Ground

• A Hissing Or Roaring Sound
• Odors Such As Gas Or Oil
• Natural Gas Is Colorless And Odorless -

Unless Mercaptan Has Been Added  (Note:
A “Rotten Egg Odor) 

• Burning Eyes, Nose Or Throat
• Nausea



President : Dennis Squillario Associate Director :

  

  

Vice President : A l Lieb Associate Director :

  

  

Vice President : Ben Illig State Director : A l Lieb

  

  

Associate Vice President : John Augustine State Director : Dennis Squillario

Secretary/Treasurer : Dave Shoemaker Alternate State Director : Jim Kirsch

Building Director : Dave W ess Alternate State Director : Ben Illig

Building Director : Jim Bunn National Director : Leon Lechene

Building Director : W alt Brosius National Director : Dennis Squillario

Building Director : Jim Kirsch Alternate National Director : Jan Lechene

  

Associate Director : Joe Carpenter Alternate National Director : A l Lieb

Associate Director :

SAMPLE BALLOT

HBAA 2012 OFFICERS & BOARD MEMBERS
The nominating committee (Leon Lechene, Dennis Squillatio & W alt Freidhoff)

makes the following recommendations to the HBAA board of directors:
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SAMPLE BALLOT



THANK YOU  - RECENT GENERAL
MEMBERSHIP MEETING

SPONSORS:

The Long Barn
(814)472-9122

thelongbarn@comcast.net 
   

Anderson Windows & Doors
(814)934-2625

craig.calvetti@andersencorp.com 
   

Howard Concrete Pumping Co., Inc.
(412)257-1800

www.howardconcretepumping.com 
   

Ebensburg Insurance Agency
(814)472-9557

www.ebensburgins.com
   

Owens Corning
(419)248-8281

www.ocenergycomplete.com 
   

Warmup Inc.
(860)995-5725

robertheslop@warmup.com
    

Tyco Rapid Response
(215)412-3846

darren.palmier@tycofp.com  

EnGuard GlassFree Insulation Technology
(336)858-0290

www.EnGuardInsulation.com 

If you are interested in sponsoring a general
membership meeting, please contact Walt

Freidhoff at   (814)535-8371.

HBAA SPIKES

-----Spike Candidates-----
George Audey
Walt Brosious

Walter Freidhoff - retired
Louis Mihalko

-----Spike Members-----
James E. Brett

Dennis R. Squillario

-----Life Spikes-----
Patrick Dumm
Chester Fluder
* Leon Lechene

Alan Lieb
Ralph Turner - retired

Webinar - PHRC November 4th 1:00PM
FREE - Key Changes in the 2012 IRC and
Overview of the UCC Adoption Process.
Http://www.engr.psu.edu/phrc/Training/Web
onarLogIn.htm  

Teleforum - NAHB, November 8th 3:15PM 
- Teleforum  with Governor Rick Perry.  For
information contact Nick Gentile
ngentile@nahb.org or 202-266-8542.



DO YOU KNOW THE 2009 CODE?
• Any portion of a masonry chimney located in the interior of a building or within an

exterior wall shall have a minimum air space clearance to combustibles of _____
inches.  

• Masonry chimneys that pass through a soffit or cornice shall have a minimum air
space clearance of _____ inch. 

• Foundations for masonry chimneys shall be constructed of concrete or solid
masonry at least _____ inches think.

• The minimum thickness of masonry fireplace hearths shall be _____ inches.
• Hearth extensions shall extend at least _____ inches in front of and at least _____ inches beyond each side of

the fireplace opening.
• On fireplace openings larger than 6 square feet, hearth extensions shall extend at least _____ inches in front

of and at lease ______ inches beyond each side of the fireplace opening..

CLARIFY THE DEFINITION OF AN 
INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR

House Bill 440 sponsored by Rep. Mark Mustio (R-Allegheny) to simplify and clarify the definition of an
“independent contractor” under Pennsylvania’s Workers’ Compensation Act to allow sole proprietors, partners of a
partnership, and officers of a Limited Liability Company (LLC) to purchase workers’’ compensation insurance was
signed into law by Gov. Tom Corbett in August. 
“The recurring problem of being unable to accurately define what constitutes an independent contractor and their
relationship to workers’ compensation coverage has taken millions of dollars out of our economy in the form of
decreased productivity, expensive and time-consuming litigation and higher insurance premiums,” said Mustio. “This
new law will further ensure that Pennsylvania employers of all shapes and sizes have the financial resources and the
flexibility to invest in new equipment, provide an even more efficient, healthier and safer workplace, pay for
employee benefits, and most importantly, create jobs or hire more workers.” 
Supported by the Insurance Agents and Brokers of Pennsylvania, Insurance Federation of Pennsylvania, Pennsylvania
Chamber of Business and Industry and the Pennsylvania Motor Truck Association, some of the much-needed
Workers’ Compensation reforms now contained in the amended version of House Bill 440 include: 
• Expanding the definition of an “independent contractor” to include all sole proprietors, partners of a

partnership and LLCs by repealing Section of 1526 of the Workers’ Compensation Act that expanded
coverage solely to loggers operating as sole proprietors. 

• Authorizing insurers to voluntary provide workers’ compensation coverage to sole proprietors, partners in
partnerships, and members of LLCs that is equivalent to normal workers’ compensation coverage. 

• Transferring $4 million from the Workers' Compensation Administration Fund to provide greater sustain
ability to the Uninsured Employer Guaranty Fund. 

“House Bill 440 is commonsense legislation that addresses a major concern for businesses, especially smaller firms,
that rely on the services of independent contractors—without creating any new employer mandates,” said Mustio.
“Pennsylvania employers will no longer have to stop hiring these workers due to fears of becoming unfortunate
victims of fraudulent workman’s comp claims simply because there is no clear cut definition of what constitutes an
independent contractor.” 

2009 CODE ANSWERS
1. 2in.     Review the exceptions in this Section..   2009 IRC Section R1003.18 Chimney clearances. 
2. 1 in    Note: that the chimney must be located entirely outside the exterior walls of the building    2009 IRC

Section R1003.18 Chimney clearances.
3. 12 in.    And shall extend at least 6 inches beyond the face of the foundation or support wall on all sides..      

2009 IRC  Section R1003.2 Footings and foundations.  
4. 4 in.          2009 IRC Section R1001.9.1 Hearth thickness. 
5. 16 in.      8 in.       2009 IRC Section R1001.10 Hearth extension dimensions..
6. 20 in.     12 in.     4 in.      2009 IRC R1001.10 Hearth extension dimensions.



NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING

Home Builders Association of the Alleghenies
Richland Square III, 1397 Eisenhower Blvd., 
Johnstown, PA 15904
Phone: (814)269-9268    Fax: (814)269-1429
Newsletter Advertising Contract

NAME OF COMPANY:_________________________________________________________
REPRESENTATIVE:___________________________________________________________ Member of the Home Builders

Association of the Alleghenies?
MAILING ADDRESS:__________________________________________________________                                            
____________________________________________________________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP: _____________________________________________________________ Yes                     No
PHONE: _____________________________________________________________________
FAX: ________________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL: _____________________________________________________________________

   
Order for advertising within our monthly Newsletter:

.   All ad copy and artwork must accompany this contract.

.   All advertising artwork must be photocopy ready.  (B&W only)

.  All advertising contracts are for a minimum of 3 months.

Business Card (3 ½ x 2") $10.00 x ______ months =  $__________
1/8 page (5" x 2") $15.00 x ______ months =  $__________
1/4 page (5" x 4") $25.00 x ______ months =  $__________
½ page (5" x 8") $45.00 x ______ months =  $__________
 Full page (8 ½"  x 11") $90.00 x ______ months =  $__________ 

   
Order for a flyer attached to inside of our monthly
Newsletter:
7. The flyer must be of size 8 ½ by 11, on

standard weight paper. 
8. All the flyers are to be created by the

advertiser and given to H.B.A.A.
(Please call HBAA for an estimate of the           

      number of flyers required)
$75.00 x _____  sheets x _____months = $ ___________

   Circle month you are requesting your ad period to start:
Jan      Feb      Mar      Apr      May      Jun      Jul      Aug      Sep      Oct      Nov      Dec

9. All advertising contracts must be prepaid, please attach check payable to the H.B.A.A.
10. All advertising must be supplied to the H.B.A.A. office a minimum of 2 weeks prior to the  advertising month.

The HBAA does not discriminate against any person or company in accepting paid advertising in its newsletter.  Acceptance of advertising does
not constitute an endorsement of the advertiser, its products, services or claims.  The HBAA shall be held harmless in the event that a newsletter is
not published or distributed as planned, or in the event that an ad is omitted or incorrectly displayed.

Advertiser ______________________________________________________________     Date_________________

HBAA _________________________________________________________________    Date _________________

FLUDDER’S CORNER  
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Home Builders Association 
Timothy C. Leventry
Suite 202, Richland Square III
1397 Eisenhower Blvd.
Johnstown, PA 15904

Return Service Requested

                       
   

HOME BUILDERS ASSOCIATION OF THE ALLEGHENIES

N E W S L E T T E R
NOVEMBER 2011

Timothy C. Leventry, E.O.
1397 Eisenhower Boulevard

Richland Square III, Suite 202
Johnstown, PA  15904

(814)269-9268
FAX:(814)269-1429

President: Leon Lechene
web site: www.hbaahomes.org
email: info@hbaahomes.org 


