
HOME BUILDERS
ASSOCIATION OF THE

ALLEGHENIES
SEPTEMBER 2010 NEWSLETTER

   

www.hbaahomes.org  www.pabuilders.org  
www.nahb.org

BOARD MEETING
Monday, September 20, 2010: The monthly Board of Directors meeting begins at 6:30 PM at Nyko’s Restaurant.
   

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Monday, September 13, 2010: This month’s general membership meeting will be held at the Hoss’s restaurant in
Richland.    We have two sponsors: Owens Corning and Ebensburg Insurance Agency.  Owens Corning will be
giving their presentation via a video conferencing system.  Video conferencing is a first , for us, and we are excited.

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP
MEETING:

6:30 PM Cocktails 7:00 Dinner First Monday of the month
September 13, 2010
October 04, 2010
November 01, 2010
December no meeting

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
MEETINGS:

6:30PM at / Second Monday of the month 
September 20, 2010

   October      11, 2010
November 08, 2010
December 13, 2010

PLEASE R.S.V.P.
We request your help and cooperation to determine
in advance the general membership meeting
attendance.  If you plan to attend the meeting,
please let us know at the HBAA by: fax (266-
1429),  telephone (269-9268), or email
(info@hbaahomes.org).  These are all available 24
hours a day.  Don’t  forget, DO IT NOW!

EARN CASH AT THE
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP

MEETING
If you RSVP before noon Friday September 10th,
you could be the RSVP winner at the meeting and
win $25 cash.

Can you believe it, not only do you get a free dinner, but you
could earn money for attending a general membership
meeting. 

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP
 MEETING SPONSOR

If you are interested in sponsoring a general
membership meeting, please contact Walt
Freidhoff at   (814)535-8371.

HBAA GENERAL
MEMBERSHIP

MEETINGS ARE
FREE

E.P.A. LEAD PAINT
CERTIFICATION

CLASS 
ON SEPTEMBER 13th.  SIGN UP FOR

THE CLASS BEFORE IT FILLS.



PRESENTING OUR SEPTEMBER 2010 HBAA
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING SPONSORS!

Owens Corning will be sponsoring an informative presentation
where we will offer guidance on safe & healthy strategies for air

sealing and insulating single and multi-family residences. 
You will Learn About: 

Where & Why to Air Seal 
Strategies to Reduce Unwanted Noise 

Techniques to Reduce Drafts & Protect Houses from Moisture Damage 
Methods to Improve Indoor Air Quality 

Owens Corning will introduce you to Energy Complete , a revolutionary Air Infiltration
Barrier with Flexible Seal Technology & answer your questions about air sealing &

insulating. www.ocenergycomplete.com 
    

Benefits of the Energy Complete System Include: 
Up to 1/3 reduction required in heating and cooling costs 

Improved Comfort & Durability – Protection from Moi sture, Pests, & Insects 
Extremely Affordable Installed Cost with a Safe & Efficient System

"Energy Complete™ system does what needs to be done —
it seals the critical areas of the building envelope. Innovative

products such as this will lead us into the future."
John Tooley, Advanced Energy

Terri Poland Owens Corning Sales Representative 419-248-8281 office 419-349-8553 cell 419-325-4281 fax 
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Richland Square III, Suite 200,  1397 Eisenhower Blvd.

Johnstown, PA 15904
Phone: 814-269-9268  Fax: 814-269-1429

Name: _____________________________________________________

Company __________________________________________________

Home Address_______________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Phone __________________________________

Fax ____________________________________

Cell __________________________________

email _________________________

HIC _______________________

Date of Birth _______________________



DO YOU KNOW THE 2009 CODE?
1. The minimum width of a hallway shall be not less than _____ feet.
2. There shall be a floor or _____ at the top and bottom of each stairway. 
3. The required egress door for each dwelling shall be side-hinged, and shall provide a minimum

clear width of _____ inches.
4. All emergency escape and rescue openings shall have a minimum net clear opening of _____

square feet.  Minimum opening height shall be _____ inches.  Minimum opening width shall
be _____ inches.

5. Basements, habitable attics and every sleeping room shall have at least one operable _____ _____ and _____
_____.

6. Where emergency escape and rescue openings are provided they shall have a sill height of not more than _____
inches above the floor.

Dear Editor,
    
I think most people in our area are a lot like me: They don’t like the government telling them
what they can do in their homes, Yet, here the government is doing it again.
   
Under a new building code that recently went into effect, all new homes must have sprinklers
installed.  I personally have never been a fan of sprinklers.  I think they’re expensive, especially
when I feel smoke detectors will do just as good a job protecting my family in the event of a fire.
    
As someone who works in homebuilding, I know that installing a hard-wire smoke detector will
only cost $500 if it’s done when a house is built.  A sprinkler system, on the other hand, will cost
around $8,000 for an average-size home.  More if the house uses well water.  Plus, then the
homeowner will have annual maintenance hassles.
    
Yet none of this battle over sprinklers is necessary if our state lawmakers put in effect a simple
solution.  Require all homebuilders to tell new home consumers about their option to have fire
sprinklers installed.
   
Then it’s the homebuyers’ decision, and it’s not being forced on us all by government.
    
Best regards,
    
Name
Company Title
Phone

Send a letter to
our local 

Newspaper,
Maginize, and 

Representitives. 
Help roll back the

2009 building
code.

Sample letters are
available at the

HBAA EO
Office.

2009 CODE ANSWERS
1. 3ft.      2009 IRC Section R311.6 Hallways.   
2. Landing     Exception: At the top of an interior flight of stairs, including stairs in an enclosed garage, provided a door does not

swing over the stairs.           2009 IRC Section  R311.7.5 Landings for stairways.
3. 32 in.   This section has been changed almost completely, worth reviewing.    2009 IRC Section R311.2 Egress door.
4. 5.7 sq. ft. net clear opening       24in. Net clear height      20 in. Net clear width     Exception: Grade floor openings shall have a

minimum net clear opening of 5 sq. ft.     2009 IRC Section R310.1.1 - R310.1.3 Minimum opening area.
5. Emergency escape and rescue opening       2009 IRC Section R310.1 Emergency escape and rescue required.
6. 44 in.     2009 IRC Section R310.1 Emergency escape and rescue required.



A SAMPLING OF THE PRIMARY
2009 BUILDING CODE CHANGES

• Limitations on dryer duct lengths
• Requirement for make-up air when 400cfm-plus

range hoods are installed
• Increased wall insulation requirements
• Increased attic access insulation values to match the

surrounding ceiling or wall
• Increases the size of a utility closet to 12-times the

size of the water heater
• Increased basement insulation values
• Limits the area of cathedral ceiling insulation values

of R-30 to 20 percent
• Eliminates equipment efficiency trade-offs
• Alters gas connection to homes requiring more

fittings
• Increased the necessity for deck railing
• Deck ledger connection requirements
• Increases the width for fire apparatus access roads
• Limits pipe hangers to metal only, eliminating more

affordable options
• Increases the demand for drawing details that may

force builders into utilizing design professionals,
architects, and engineers to design plans

• Increased wall bracing requirements
• Mandates sprinklers in townhouses, Jan 1, 2010
• Mandates sprinklers in 1- and 2-family dwellings, Jan

1, 2011
• Increased demands and costs for anchorage to

foundation
• Window opening limiting devices required
• Programmable thermostats required for all forced air

heating systems
• Electrical requirement for arc fault breakers on all

circuits in the home
• Tamper proof electrical receptacles required in all

locations

DON’T MISS OUT.   
STAY INFORMED!!

 There Have Been Many Changes in the Home Building
Industry in the Last Few Years and There Are Many More
Changes Coming.  Changes Are Occurring Faster and
Faster.  We Need to Contact You More Frequently.   Make
Sure We Have Your Correct Email Address and Fax
Number So We May Let You Know Important
Information as we get it.

Don’t Miss the HBAA General
Membership Meeting this month.  Owens

Corning and Ebensburg Insurance
Agency are our sponsors.  Owens

Corning will be doing a video conference
and Ebensburg will be doing the

traditional -in person- presentation. 
They both should have an interesting

presentation.

ROLL BACK THE 2009 CODE
Join PBA and other concerned groups who want the
building code rolled back to the 2006 building standards.
Send an instant letter to your state representative using the
PBA’s online automated e-mail system. It’s easy, and it will
get legislators’ attention!

Please take the time to click on the following link and send
an e-mail.  Also to pass this message on.
The two options for accessing the Call to Action site are as
follows:  By going to www.PaBuilders.org, and clicking on
the red house logo.  By clicking this link:
http://www.pahomes.org/buildingcodesletter1.html



PROPERTY OWNERS Fined for Failure to Notify
Tenants of Risks from Exposure to Lead Paint 

- from EPA website
The owner of several hundred residential apartment units situated in nine buildings in New
Haven, CT, and the company that manages the buildings, has been issued a complaint by EPA
and is ordered to pay a $115,940 penalty for failing to properly notify renters of risks from
exposure to lead paint.

Inspectors also learned that four children who once lived in the buildings had been found to
have elevated blood-lead levels, although it is unknown whether the children had these elevated blood-lead levels before
they moved into the buildings. When the New Haven Department of Health was notified of these elevated blood-levels, it
conducted lead inspections at units where these children had lived, found lead hazards, and issued abatement orders. As a
result, the owner either addressed lead issues or kept the units vacant.

A Connecticut landlord has agreed to pay a penalty of $2,140 and perform a lead abatement project valued at $20,360 for
allegedly violating federal lead-based paint disclosure requirements. These violations potentially put tenants at risk of
exposure to lead hazards. 

In a recent enforcement action, EPA alleged that he violated the federal Lead Disclosure Rule when he failed to disclose
information about lead paint to seven tenants when leasing units at his Bristol apartment buildings. Specifically, they failed
to provide records or reports regarding lead hazards, failed to make sure that the lease included a Lead Warning Statement
and a statement disclosing the known or unknown presence of lead- based paint, and failed to provide a copy of EPA’s lead
hazard information pamphlet to its lessees. 

Two former Woonsocket, Rhode Island landlords have agreed to pay a $7,000 penalty for violating federal lead-based paint
disclosure requirements. These violations potentially put tenants at risk of exposure to lead hazards.

In a recent complaint, EPA alleged that landlords violated the federal Lead Disclosure Rule when they failed to disclose
information about lead paint to tenants who rented their multi-unit residential properties between 2005 and 2006.
Specifically, the two former landlords failed to provide records or reports regarding lead hazards, failed to make sure that the
lease included a Lead Warning Statement and a statement disclosing the known or unknown presence of lead-based paint,
and failed to provide a copy of EPA’’s lead hazard information pamphlet to four lessees.

A Rhode Island landlord faces penalties for allegedly violating federal lead-based paint disclosure requirements. These
violations potentially put tenants at risk of exposure to lead hazards.

In June 2008, an EPA inspection found that the landlord had not provided lead disclosure information to tenants in four
Woonsocket units that were built before 1978. EPA is seeking up to $11,000 for each of these violations. At the time of the
inspection, the landloard owned fifteen-units in three apartment buildings located in Woonsocket, RI. 

A Boston landlord faces a penalty of $84,600 for charges by EPA that he violated federal lead paint disclosure rules at four
of his apartments in Roxbury and Dorchester. These violations potentially put tenants at risk of exposure to lead hazards.

The landlord owns and manages at least eight properties with at least 19 rental units, is responsible for 14 violations of
federal lead-based paint disclosure laws in four leases, according to EPA’’s New England regional office.

According to EPA, they failed to provide tenants with lead hazard information pamphlets and with reports pertaining to lead-
based paint/paint hazards; failed to include lead warning statements in leases; failed to include a disclosure statement
regarding lead-based paint/paint hazards or lack of knowledge thereof in leases; and failed to include lists of records
pertaining to lead-based paint/hazards in leases.

The federal Disclosure Rule is meant to ensure that tenants get adequate information about the risks associated with lead
paint before signing a lease.



NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING
Home Builders Association of the Alleghenies
Richland Square III, 1397 Eisenhower Blvd., Johnstown, PA 15904
Phone: (814)269-9268    Fax: (814)269-1429
Newsletter Advertising Contract

NAME OF COMPANY:_________________________________________________________
REPRESENTATIVE:___________________________________________________________ Member of the Home Builders Association

of the Alleghenies?
MAILING ADDRESS:__________________________________________________________                                            
____________________________________________________________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP: _____________________________________________________________ Yes                     No
PHONE: _____________________________________________________________________
FAX: ________________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL: _____________________________________________________________________

   
Order for advertising within  our monthly Newsletter:

.   All ad copy and artwork must accompany this contract.

.   All advertising artwork must be photocopy ready.  (B&W only)

.  All advertising contracts are for a minimum of 3 months.

Business Card (3 ½ x 2") $10.00 x ______ months =  $__________
1/8 page (5" x 2") $15.00 x ______ months =  $__________
1/4 page (5" x 4") $25.00 x ______ months =  $__________
½ page (5" x 8") $45.00 x ______ months =  $__________
 Full page (8 ½"  x 11") $90.00 x ______ months =  $__________ 

   
Order for a flyer attached to inside of our monthly
Newsletter:
• The flyer must be of size 8 ½ by 11, on

standard weight paper. 
• All the flyers are to be created by the

advertiser and given to H.B.A.A.
(Please call HBAA for an estimate of the           

      number of flyers required)
$75.00 x _____  sheets x _____months = $ ___________

   Circle month you are requesting your ad period to start:
Jan      Feb      Mar      Apr      May      Jun      Jul      Aug      Sep      Oct      Nov      Dec

• All advertising contracts must be prepaid, please attach check payable to the H.B.A.A.
• All advertising must be supplied to the H.B.A.A. office a minimum of 2 weeks prior to the  advertising month.

The HBAA does not discriminate against any person or company in accepting paid advertising in its newsletter.  Acceptance of advertising does not
constitute an endorsement of the advertiser, its products, services or claims.  The HBAA shall be held harmless in the event that a newsletter is not
published or distributed as planned, or in the event that an ad is omitted or incorrectly displayed.

Advertiser ______________________________________________________________     Date_________________

HBAA _________________________________________________________________    Date _________________

FLUDDER’S CORNER

But that is
what the
plans said?



Home Builders Association 
Timothy C. Leventry
Suite 202, Richland Square III
1397 Eisenhower Blvd.
Johnstown, PA 15904

Return Service Requested
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SEPTEMBER 2010

Timothy C. Leventry, E.O.
1397 Eisenhower Boulevard

Richland Square III, Suite 202
Johnstown, PA  15904

(814)269-9268
FAX:(814)269-1429

President: Leon Lechene
web site: www.hbaahomes.org
email: info@hbaahomes.org  

   Please inform contractors of lead hazards and encourage them to
sign up for our EPA lead paint certification class.

  POST THE CLASS FLYER AT YOUR BUSINESS


